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ADDRESS OF HE YOUSEF KAMAL, THE MINISTER OF 

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE, TO THE QATAR LAW FORUM ON 

THE RULE OF LAW 2012 

 

 

Your Excellencies, Honoured Guests 

 

 

The Rule of Law is of the greatest importance in the world today. There are 

many qualities and dimensions to it. As Minister of Economics and Finance I 

highlight the qualities of certainty, confidence and fairness that the Rule of Law 

stands for and that flow from it. These qualities are central to a successful 

economy and to true sustainable economic development. 

 

 

It is for this reason that I welcome the fact that the first Qatar Law Forum in 

2009 is now followed by a second. I welcome the leaders in law from around 

the world who have travelled to Qatar for the unique opportunity for dialogue 

that the Forum offers. They come from 60 countries, and they join leaders in 

law based here in Qatar. I can well see why the Forum has been described as the 

world’s legal Davos, and I welcome the analogy. 

 

 

It is by sharing experience and understanding through dialogue that the Rule of 

Law can be nourished. Its value can be affirmed. Failings and omissions can be 

identified. Means by which it can be better sustained can be shared.  
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It is then important always that actions follow. Some actions may be small and 

some may be more radical, but all have their part to play for the country in 

question, for its role in the world, and for the world as a whole. 

 

 

Because it is within my own area of Ministerial responsibility may I highlight 

one area where Qatar has sought tangibly to act in relation to its commitment to 

the Rule of Law? This is through the establishment and development of what is 

now known as the Qatar International Dispute Resolution Centre.  

 

 

The Centre combines a Court, a Regulatory Tribunal, a facility for arbitration 

and facilities for mediation and other forms of Alternative Dispute Resolution. 

It owes its establishment to the vision of HH the Emir. It has the fullest support 

of HE the Prime Minister. 

 

 

The Centre has a judiciary of the highest international standing. The 

independence of that judiciary - vital to the Rule of Law - is beyond question. 

That independence combines with judicial experience and expertise. The result 

is a Centre that is able to offer those qualities of certainty, confidence and 

fairness that I mentioned at the beginning of this address. 

 

 

This is to the benefit of Qatar, to those who live and work in Qatar, and to those 

outside Qatar who have dealings with Qatar. HH the Emir foresaw the 

importance of the Court and the Tribunal to investor confidence, for example. In 
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that respect and others the Centre will have its part to play as the world is drawn 

to Qatar while we prepare for 2022 and as we work to our 2030 vision. 

 

 

The Court and the Tribunal were originally conceived as part of the Qatar 

Financial Centre. Their role in that connection continues. But they have a wider 

role to play. I am in the process of inviting the Council of Ministers to approve 

legislation that will help the Qatar International Dispute Resolution Centre play 

that wider role.  

 

 

It already plays a wider part in the life of Qatar, and will continue to do so, in 

good relationship with the other courts of Qatar, and our universities. Already 

there has been tangible work in relation to legal and judicial training. The Court 

places particular focus on the importance of case management and technology 

as aids to the reliable delivery of answers to problems, and will be able to share 

the results. The opportunity is also there for an ever increasing articulation of 

judicial values.  

 

 

Qatar, and the Rule of Law, are the better for the Centre. I want to thank Lord 

Woolf (the President of the Centre) who has given so much, and shown such 

leadership – both here in Qatar and of course across the world. 

 

 

Of course the Centre is but one modest contribution to something – the Rule of 

Law - that the world needs to see as fundamental. But these contributions are 

valuable in their own right. And they add up.  
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It is my hope that further contributions will be identified at this Forum, and at 

Forums to come. Thank you for your investment of time, expertise and 

experience to that end. It is an end that is among the most valuable things we 

can do. The world needs the Rule of Law, and Qatar wishes to play its fullest 

part.  

 


