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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Colleagues and 
Ladies and Gentlemen, On behalf of my Co-Convenors, Sir 
William Blair and Michael Thomas QC, and the Judges of the 
Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre and 
myself I extend a very warm welcome to you all. We thank you 
for joining us at this Forum.  
 
Some of your journeys were not as uneventful as we would have 
liked, but the good news is that you are here and I am confident 
you will find that any problems connected with your journey are 
insignificant by comparison with the benefits you will derive 
from the Forum. 
 
Thanks to the excellent arrangements made by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs led  by Their Excellencies Sheikh Ahmed and 
Ambassador Fahkroo  and  the  efforts of our Organising 
Committee and their staff, under Robin Knowles QC’s tireless 
leadership, this Forum will be even  more successful than the 
first Forum held three years ago. It is our hope and expectation 
that we will all benefit immensely as a result of what the Forum 
has to offer. 
 
However, I must make clear that while we are the Convenors, 
we are not the Hosts. The Forum could not have been held 
without the positive and active sponsorship of His Highness 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Emir, and the support 
of  His Excellency Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al Thani, 
the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs. We are all 
the beneficiaries of the generous funding and resources made 
available to us by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  



 
When I say “we”, I have in mind the over four hundred delegates 
who have registered their attendance. They come from some 60 
different jurisdictions. In fact, literally all corners of the globe. 
When I was trying to put these thoughts together I sat next to a 
young man who introduced himself telling me he was from 
Argentina a mere 18 hrs flight away. There are a dozen Chief 
Justices and many others of high judicial rank. There are famous 
professors from some 20 leading law schools around the world. 
There are a similar number who are leaders of their legal 
professions at home. Yesterday, we had a Forum for young 
lawyers who had come from many different countries. The 
quality of their contributions was hugely impressive. What was 
striking about them in addition to their intelligence was 
enthusiasm. Their contributions will continue, as many will be 
assisting as rapporteurs.  
 
We are particularly happy that this time round there are present 
many more Qatari lawyers. There are also many lawyers from 
other parts of this particular region.  
 
Qatar is, as you have discovered or will soon discover, a very 
remarkable country.  The number of Qatari citizens is small, 
roughly 250,000. Yet the world can see that Qatar punches far 
above its weight and size. 
 
The present Emir has been ruler only since 1995. But in that 
short time, the State of Qatar has become widely known, not just 
for the wealth derived from its immense gas reserves, but also 
for its far-sighted vision and outward engagement. It has shown 
a determination to look for new ways of working with the rest of 
the world for the general good of Qatar. 
 
You have read about the leadership Qatar has provided to other 
Arab nations, and its active diplomacy in facing up to regional 
problems. You will see just how outward looking it is if you 
listen to Al Jazeera’s English language programmes. Based in 



Doha, it is now one of the world’s outstanding broadcasters with 
a reputation for objective reporting, not just of regional, but 
global news and affairs.  
 
You may know that the Qatar University College of Law was 
founded in 2006, to ground Qatari students in Qatari law, it also 
teaches them to study legal precedents and processes in other 
jurisdictions. Here is developing a unique legal market where 
the best ideas drawn from Islamic law, civil law, and the 
common law can intermingle and blend.    
 
At about the same time, His Highness the Emir, the Prime 
Minister and the Council of Ministers decided to invite me to set 
up in Doha a civil and commercial court, staffed by international 
judges over which I  preside. In addition, there is a Regulatory 
Tribunal which Michael Thomas QC now chairs, following Sir 
William Blair. The Judges bring with them to Qatar the most up 
to date expertise in legal processes and commercial principles 
primarily based on the common law but developed in many 
different countries.    
 
I am sorry that you may not all have time to visit the Court itself 
- it is in another part of the city - but you will find there state-of-
the art facilities for dispute resolution, for mediation and for 
arbitration, and a Registry and staff to handle its processes. It is 
another initiative of His Highness that shows that Doha desires 
to harness international judicial expertise to serve the 
international financial and business centre that Qatar is rapidly 
becoming.  
 
This is especially important when Qatar is preparing for 2022 
and the World Cup.  No less than 200 billion dollars is to be 
spent on the preparation and the Government recognizes this 
will require an appropriate legal infrastructure, a need which the 
Civil and Commercial Court will be in the ideal position to 
meet. 
 



The theme of the Forum is reflected in its title the Rule of Law 
in a Time of Change. The subjects we will be discussing revolve 
around that theme. It is because the Government of Qatar is 
totally committed to the rule of law that the International Court 
to which I have referred was set up. It is due to the same reason 
that this gathering has been convened. All round the globe, and 
particularly in this region, dramatic changes are taking place, 
and this means that the need for the rule of law could not be 
greater. This need is vividly described in the paper by one of our 
Judges, Hassan Al Sayed, which is recommended reading. It is 
on that need that we will be focusing and discussing over the 
next two days. We will do so with the assistance of delegates 
who have in combination unrivalled experience of the issues 
involved. So without more ado, I hand the baton over to the 
chairman of the first session. Its title underlines the point I have 
made “Anti corruption – the rule of law and economic political 
and social development”, as does the experience of the 
Chairman, Baroness Scotland, the former Attorney General of 
England and Wales. 
 
 
  


