
www.qatarlawforum.com 

 

  

 

Rapporteur Reports, Day 3 
 

With thanks to reports by young lawyers 
 

Sunday 6 May 2012  
 

 
 

And so the Qatar Law Forum 2012 on the Rule of 

Law reached its final day. If anything, the sense 

of collective purpose, and the appreciation of the 

fundamental importance of the matters under 

discussion, increased further. A speech by HE 

the Prime Minister of Qatar, followed by a 

discussion between Chief Justices chaired by the 

Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, Lord 

Judge, brought this into sharp focus. The Chief 

Justice of Rwanda, Sam Rugege, was asked by 

Lord Judge to describe the realities in a country 

where the Rule of Law collapses followed by the 

decimation of its population.  The response is 

unlikely to be forgotten by those privileged to 

hear it. 
 

In their final words to the Forum, the 

Convenors, led by Lord Woolf, thanked Qatar 

for all it had done to make the Forum possible 

and called on all present to leave the Forum 

determined to take the actions that they could 

with the benefit of what they had shared. 
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Official Opening & Keynote Address 

 

HE Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani 

Prime Minister of Qatar and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
HE the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor Al Thani said on Sunday that the State 
of Qatar emphasises the need to support the developments in the countries of the region in order to respect the will of 
the people, enable democracy and uphold the Rule of Law.  
 
This support, HE the Premier noted, requires the international community to combine efforts in providing political, 
economic, legal and media support in order to fulfill peoples aspirations, establish the international stability, security 
and peace and put an end to regional conflicts by a free political will. 
 
Addressing the opening of the second Qatar Law Forum, HE the Prime Minister noted that the broad participation in 
this Forum reflects the great regional and international interest in the issues listed on the Forum agenda and the 
importance of the role played by the first Qatar Law Forum, held in Doha in 2009. 
 
The Forum is being held amid very critical 
circumstances, especially in the Arab 
region which is witnessing a widespread 
popular desire in bringing about changes 
and comprehensive reforms on solid 
constitutional basis that reserve rights 
and respect duties, the Premier said.  
 
He added the Forum is also convened 
amidst unstable conditions which would 
negatively affect the global financial 
situation and threaten investments and 
economic development. 
 
The end of the global economic recession 
was officially declared in 2009, however, 
the crisis is still have its negative impacts 
on the global economy and on the 
economic developments expected in 2012 
and possibly in 2013, the Prime Minister 
said.  
 
His Excellency warned that the establishing the principle of the Rule of Law at the national level is not enough unless it 
is adopted at the international level. He emphasised countries do not live in isolation, therefore, the international 
relations must be organised in order to preserve the rights and imposes duties. 
 
He outlined that the State of Qatar is steadily moving forward in the area of strengthening the state of institutions and 
law under the directives of HH the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, who always sought to put Qatar 
among the first countries that are governed by the Rule of Law. 
 
HE Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor Al Thani pointed out to the tragic situation of the Palestinian people who are 
suffering of flagrant violations of the international legitimacy and human rights. "I think we do not need to formulate 
new texts of international legitimacy, we rather need to develop mechanisms to activate its conventions, treaties and 
institutions, in order to stop the daily crimes that violate the rights of the Palestinian people".  
 
Concluding, HE the Prime Minister expressed thanks to all the organisers of the Forum for their efforts, and reiterated 
that the State of Qatar will always be committed to the Rule of Law and support its protectors. 
 

 

Credit: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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The Chief Justices Panel 

Achieving Global Understanding of the Rule of Law 
 

Honorary Chairman:  
 The Chief Justice of Qatar (the President 

of the Supreme Judicial Council), HE 

Masood Bin Mohammad Al-Ameri 
 

Chairman: 
 The Lord Chief Justice of England and 

Wales, Lord Judge 

 
Panel:  

 The Chief Justice of Rwanda, Sam Rugege  

 The Chief Justice of Bangladesh, Md 

Muzzammel Hossain 

 The Chairman of the Supreme Court of 

Azerbaijan, Ramiz Rzayev 

 The Chief Justice of Queensland, The Hon 

Paul de Jersey  
 

Also attending: 
 Senior Justice Wang Yun of the Supreme 

People’s Court of P.R. China 

 The Chief Justices of Mongolia (Zorig Tsagmed); Azad Jammu and Kashmir (Mohammad Azam Khan and Ghulam Mustafa); 

and Dubai IFC (Michael Hwang) 
 

His Excellency Masood Bin Mohammad Al Ameri, Honorary Chairman (The Chief Justice of Qatar, the President of the 
Supreme Judicial Council) began by saying that every country must follow the basic Rule of Law and strive for the 
protection of the rights of citizens accordingly.  The judicial system must be independent and the judicial system in 
Qatar is now independent.    
 

The Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, Lord Judge, chairing the panel, began the discussion by saying that when 
we speak of the Rule of Law, we are talking about the life, welfare and safety of each individual citizen in our countries 
so that they can be safe inside and outside their homes. It further affected fundamental matters such as people getting 
their fair share of food to eat. He then asked each panel member how we can increase awareness and understanding of 
the Rule of Law. 
 

The Chief Justice of Rwanda responded, movingly addressing the audience by referring to the tragic history of the 
genocide in 1994, coming at the end of many years in which his country had failed to protect the Rule of Law.   After 
1994 there has been considerable change in the administration of the country and basic rights have been conferred 
upon all the citizens.  An understanding of the importance of the Rule of Law has been central in this regard. 
 

The Chief Justice of Azerbaijan spoke of how his country has joined the European Convention on Human Rights and is 
working hard now to abide by the rules framed thereunder. The selection of the judges is transparent and the results of 
judicial exams are made public and after their exams the judges undergo training.  
 

The Chief Justice of Bangladesh followed by saying that the concept of Rule of Law is not easy to understand, but 
according to him it is a concept that a citizen expects in a country that he should have safety, a dignified life, and equal 
opportunity in the field of education and employment.  
 

The Chief Justice of Queensland noted the strength of the Rule of Law in Australia, but cautioned that one should not be 
complacent. Indirect challenges needed to be recognised such as budgetary considerations.  A number of interesting 
questions from the floor followed, covering such matters as the backlog of judgments, following international as well as 
local precedents, international training opportunities for judges, and the need for freedom of the press, so that the 
public can observe even the most powerful politicians and businessmen being tried fairly in accordance with the Rule 
of Law.  
 

Lord Judge concluded by saying that in the context of globalisation, we have not yet begun to address the speed at 
which technology is changing. No-one is in a position to predict what the implications of that change will be for the Rule 
of Law. But he had no doubt that very soon the effect of technology will be the globalisation of the Rule of Law.  

Rapporteur: Mohammed Adnan (India) 
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The role of International Courts in advancing the Rule of Law 
 
Chairman: 

 Malik Dahlan, Principal, Institution Quraysh for 
Law & Policy 

 
Panel: 

 HE Abdulqawi Yusuf, Judge of the International 
Court of Justice 

 The President of the International Bar Association, 
Akira Kawamura 

 Lord Mance, Chair of the Executive Council of the 
International Law Association  

 Hrair A Bailan, Director, Conflict Resolution 
Program, Carter Center 

 
Closing remarks: 

 Luis Moreno-Ocampo, Prosecutor, International 
Criminal Court 

 
The Chairman of the panel, Mr. Malik Dahlan, opened the session with words: “The Rule of Law is a mirror of Law for 
all. What should we find there?”. Mr. Dahlan led the panel through a number of questions concerning the problem of 
setting the Rule of Law by means of the activity of International Courts. Almost all jurisdictions have settled certain 
values which are the first step to the Rule of law, especially as it concerns human rights. 
 
The panelists spoke about a widening of the sphere of International Courts. It was suggested these courts are looking 
forward to find a way of interpretation of international principles of law. The International Courts have an important 
role in setting the Rule of Law in all jurisdictions. It was highlighted that an international level of justice gives the 
weaker in society a real right to free and fair justice. 
 
Nowadays there a number of international organisations gathering a lot of lawyers through the world, for example, the 
International Bar Association (IBA), in relation to which President Akira Kawamura said: “Giving an equal access to 
justice is one of the most important steps to setting the Rule of Law”. 
 
The institution of International Courts develops very actively. But still a lot of regions through the world have incidents 
which show that in those areas the Rule of Law is far being perfect. In Zimbabwe, for example, it was highlighted that an 
international judgment bravely obtained by two individual farmers was flagrantly ignored up by the national 
authorities.  
 
One of the panelists, ICC Prosecutor Mr. Moreno-Ocampo, stated that the International Courts can more independent 
than national ones, and so they could be more effective in solving certain cases. As to the role of Prosecutors of such 
courts, he commented that he had been described as “a Stateless Prosecutor”. Whilst his role is independent, he is still 
reliant on countries’ cooperation, whether from witnesses, police or governments, for example entry visas and he 
suggested “in this sense it is a primitive system”.  The panel finished with a positive conclusion: that the Rule of Law 
would continue to be developed, for which we all have an opportunity to contribute. 
 

Rapporteurs: Elena Podkopaeva (the Russian Federation)  
and  Frank Karmera (Rwanda) 

 

 

Address by HE Yousef Hussain Kamal, Minister of Finance, Qatar 
 
His Excellency spoke of pride at the distinguished array of people being hosted in Qatar, and asked how such caliber of 
delegates could be used to Qatar’s benefit and suggested a visiting seminar programme run by the Qatar Centre for 
Legal & Judicial Studies. In his address His Excellency: 
 

a) Highlighted the financial crises,  global and regional challenges since the last 2009 Forum and that the last 20 
months had witnessed great changes and seen them live the ‘Arab Spring’. 

b) Had the Rule of Law been followed, challenges would not have arisen as Law and Courts, especially Arbitral 
Tribunals, had a stabilising effect for which the Rule of Law was important due to its impact on stability. 
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c) Outlined that inter-country economic exchanges had raised 
the profile of legal issues such that Forum decisions would 
have global impact. 

d) Declared judicial independence to be not only capable of 
attracting foreign investment but also central to sustainable 
development which would remain unrealised unless stability 
and courts existed and both law and judgments were 
respected. 

e) Emphasised that because of the above, and following the 
Emir’s direction, the Qatar International Court and Dispute 
Resolution Centre (QICDRC) had been formed. 

 
The QICDRC’s reach extends beyond dispute settlement, encompassing exposing Qatar to best global judicial and legal 
traditions and practices with the intention of providing opportunities such as hosting of the FIFA World Cup. All the 
staff at the court were thanked, newcomers welcomed and retired QFC Tribunal Chairman Blair wished the best for the 
future. 

Rapporteur: Emmanuel James Oteng (Uganda) 
 

Specialist discussions:  

Legal Professionalism 
 
Chairman: 

 Justice Randy Holland, former President of the American 

Inns of Court 
 

Panel: 
 The Presidents or Chairpersons of the Bars and Law 

Societies of England and Wales (Michael Todd QC; Lucy 

Scott-Moncrief, Vice President), Hong Kong (Kumar 

Ramanathan; Kwan Yiu Junius Ho), Mauritius (Dhaneswar 

Pursem), Mongolia (Professor Purevnyam Banzrageh – in 

attendance), Philippines (Roan Ibay Libarios), and Russian 

Federation (Sergey Borodin, Vice President) 

 Secretary General of the Arab Lawyers Union, Omar Zein 

 President, Commonwealth Lawyers Association, Mrs Boma     

        Ozobia 

 
The concept of legal professionalism has been contested and debated in recent years, with a divide between those who 
believe that legal professionalism drives greater ethical behaviour by members of the profession, and those who 
believe it amounts to no more than intangible aspiration. 
 
The panel, represented by numerous Chairs of Bar & Law Associations at national and international level, gave a 
consensus view that upholding legal professional standards is critical to protecting the Rule of Law. This view indicates 
that, regardless of whether or not those standards are described as "professionalism", they are of significant 
importance to the justice system and protection of human rights. 
 
In light of this important responsibility bestowed upon lawyers, the panel urged members of the legal profession to be 
wary of becoming complacent with the Rule of Law. As Mrs Boma Ozobia stated, "legal standards are subject to gravity - 
we have to work to uphold them". This requires ensuring that standards are set at the right level, and that all members 
of the profession act in accordance with them. 
 
Mr Libarios described three common ways that bar associations promote and sustain these standards, namely, 
introducing standards in the curriculum of law students, reinforcing standards through continuing legal education for 
lawyers, and disciplining those who breach them. 
 
An important role for bar associations in the legal standards matrix is to continually identify influences and pressures 
that are likely to affect the ability of lawyers to achieve these standards. This will assist in maintaining professional 
standards that are appropriate for our dynamic global society. 
 

Rapporteur: Josh Daniell (New Zealand) 
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Global Enforcement of Legal Awards 
 
Chairman: 

 Lord Justice Rix, Court of Appeal of England and Wales 
 

Panel: 
 Mrs Namjil Dolgorsuren, Head of Division of Foreign 

Affairs, Supreme Court of Mongolia 

 Chief Justice of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Justice 

Ghulam Mustafa  

 Justice Barbara Dohmann QC, Justice of the Qatar 

International Court 

 
"If there is no enforcement at the end of the day, what is 
the point of the Law?" introduced the Chairman of this 
session, Lord Justice Rix, a judge of the Court of Appeal of 
England and Wales, as a preliminary statement in order to 

emphasis the great importance of and the need for global enforcement of legal awards. 
 
The attention of the audience was then drawn to the difference between the compulsory enforcement of judgments and 
the consensual enforcement of arbitration awards. 
 
The panel and the audience agreed that tools at international level were the future of global enforcement. For 
enforcement of arbitration awards, the 1958 New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign 
Arbitral Awards entered into between 146 countries, provides for a global understanding and a unique framework, but 
it was suggested it was not the perfect tool applicable to any situation.  For example, it does not apply if the subject 
matter is not capable of settlement by arbitration under the law of a particular country, or if recognition or 
enforcement of the award would be contrary to the public policy of that country. Requests for clarifications and 
understanding of the Convention were raised and then discussed by the panel. 
 
Justice Dohmann QC argued “we should have global enforcement in today’s global world, and the precedent we have is 
the 1958 Convention. The Convention is not perfect and needs to be renegotiated in certain aspects, for example Article 
5. But it is nonetheless the way to go for court decisions and we should negotiate a global convention to that end”.  The 
final discussion concerned the need for an international court of appeal.  In this respect diverse opinions were 
expressed, but all of the panel agreed on the need for some form of international agreement for the global enforcement 
of judgments. 

Rapporteur: Jerome Jubineau (France) 
 
 

New Approaches to Arbitration and Mediation 
 
Chairman: 

 Judge Dr Ehab Elsonbaty, Secretary General for the Egyptian Association for ADR, Legal Expert at Amiri Diwan Qatar 
 

Panel:  
 The Deputy Secretary General, ICC International Court of 

Arbitration, Jose Ricardo Feris 

 Erin Miller Rankin, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, 

Middle East 

 Dr Minas Khatchadourian, CEO and Secretary General, 

Qatar International Centre of Arbitration 

 Ms Wang Wenying, Director, CIETAC (China 

International Economic and Trade Arbitration 

Commission) 

 Graham Massie, Director, CEDR 

 Dr Georges Affaki, Member of the Executive Committee 

and Head of Structured Finance, CIB Legal, BNP Paribas, 

France 

 
In this session, and after presenting the panel, Dr Ehab Elsonbaty, Secretary General for the Egyptian Association for 
ADR, started with giving a special focus on new issues related to arbitration and mediation as expanding means of 
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solving disputes. Giving the floor to Mr Graham Massie, Director of CEDR, he spoke about the recent development in 
international mediation that are due to advantages offered by mediation and ADR in general comparing with the 
judicial recourse. Dr. Georges Affaki chose to speak about innovation in arbitration; he noted on his part, the reasons 
that made arbitration a new goal of laws and regulations. Mr Feris, Deputy Secretary General of ICC Court of 
Arbitration, responded to the question of how to achieve a faster decision of high quality from the ICC according to the 
ICC practice. 
 
Erin Miller Rankin, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer of Middle East spoke about the necessity of collaboration and 
interaction between different actors in order to achieve successful arbitration. 
 
Finally, the rule of centers dealing with arbitration to issue the more effective solution to the arbitrating parties was 
noted by Ms Wang Wenying, CIETAC Director. It was giving the floor to the audience that put the light on actual 
problems related to arbitration and mediation such as the issue of ethics and guarantee of the arbitrator impartiality.  
 

Rapporteur: Mersni Mariem (Tunisia) 
 

 

Adjudication in Regulatory Disputes 
 
Chairman: 

 Professor Francois Gianviti, QFC Regulatory Tribunal 
 

Panel: 
 The President of the Malaysian Bar Association, Chee 

Wee Lim  

 Michael Thomas CMG QC, Chairman of the QFC 

Regulatory Tribunal 

 Ms Arwa Hamdieh, Co-founder, UAE Financial Services 

Association 

 
The session titled “Adjudication in Regulatory disputes” 
opened with the chair, Professor Francois Gianviti of the 
QFC Regulatory Tribunal, giving a definition of the term 
"Regulator".  The word is used abroad to cover two 

functions, one of regulation and the other of supervision of the enforcement of regulations. He was joined by Chee Wee 
Lim, President of the Malaysian Bar Association, Michael Thomas CMG QC, Chairman of the QFC Regulatory Tribunal, 
and Sunnita Babbar of the QFC Regulatory Authority.  
 
The main topic of discussion was litigation regarding the performance of the regulator.  In this respect the panel 
focused on two issues: validity, where a decision taken by a regulator is challenged, and liability, where the regulator's 
decision has caused damage to a third party. 
 
As the discussion developed regarding the issue of “validity”, Mr Thomas posed the important question: “Whether fresh 
evidence can be introduced after the regulator has made a decision?” The question made the panelists show their 
different points of view reflecting their different backgrounds and different legal systems. In the case of Mr Thomas, he 
suggested against the admission at that stage of new evidence against a regulator. 
 
With regard to the issue of “Liability”, panelists expressed different points of views concerning whether a supervisor 
should be granted immunity after the results of his supervision, and whether that would be beneficial or prejudicial to a 
third party.  Professor Gianviti argued that supervisors should not be liable if they acted in good faith.  
 

Rapporteur: Ricardo Cruz (El Salvador) 
 
 

Freedom of Communication and Expression in Times of Change 
 

Chairman: 
 Patrick Forbes, CEO Forbes Associates and former communications adviser to the National Transition Council, Libya 

 

Panel: 
 Joshua Rozenberg, Author and Independent Journalist  

 Jalal El-Gallal, former civilian spokesman, National Transitional Council, Libya 

 Nizar Saghieh, Lawyer and Researcher, Executive Director of Legal Agenda, Lebanon 

 Ibrahim Helal, Director of News, Al Jazeera Network 
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 Dr Everette Dennis, Dean and CEO, Northwestern University, Qatar 

 Justice Azzam Ali Eddeeb, Supreme Court of Libya 
 

The last session of the Forum was on the freedom of 
communication in times of change. It was chaired by 
Patrick Forbes (Qatar) accompanied by an experienced 
panel: Joshua Rozenberg (UK), Jalal El- Ghallal (Libya), 
Nizar Saghieh (Lebanon) Ibrahim Helal (Qatar), Dr. 
Everette Dennis (US) and Justice Azzam Eddeeb (Libya). 
 
The chairman began by directing different questions to 
the panels, primarily focusing on key issues namely the 
role of communication in the Arab Spring, the 
contribution of technology in the revolutions, and the 
freedom of speech. The first question addressed to the 
panel was: how can lawmakers ensure that freedom of 
speech is protected? The second question related to the 
role of media in the Arab Spring.  
 
The panel addressed these questions in the areas of their expertise covering various topics from the Libyan revolution 
to Al Jazeera’s role in the Arab Spring. It was noted that “dictators had always tried to suppress information”, but in the 
age of the internet they could no longer do so, and this played an important part in the Arab Spring.  
 
The topic of new media was introduced by Ibrahim Helal from Al Jazeera, who stated that there had previously always 
“one source of news”, but now with advent of new media a new source of information was available. Joshua Rozenberg 
highlighted this point as well, stressing the importance of social media, and the expansion of law to cover this new 
medium.  
 
The participants gave their share of contributions to this session shedding some light on Libya after the uprising, the 
protection of citizens and people from media, and finally the external and internal causes of the Arab Spring. 
  
The question was raised from the floor as to how the law could, or should, control new media.  It was argued that 
information that could not be suppressed played a vital role in overthrowing dictators, but at the same time there 
would always be countervailing rights to freedom of expression, such as the right to privacy.  If the law could not 
regulate or control expression at all, those countervailing rights would suffer.  
 

Rapporteur: Aysha Mutaywea (Bahrain) 
 

Closing Session 
 
Closing remarks were made by the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
HE Sheikh Ahmed Bin Mohammed Bin Jabor Al-Thani, who emphasised 
the protection of political and basic human rights and the important role 
of the international courts to apply the Rule of Law, which is very well 
respected in the State of Qatar. 
 
Lord Woolf gave heartfelt thanks to the organisers and the participants 
of the Forum and the strong support from the Government of Qatar.  He 
particularly highlighted the role of young lawyers at the Forum. He 
thanked the chairman of the International Organising Committee, Robin 
Knowles CBE QC for his exceptional personal contribution.  

 
He also revealed that his successor as President of the Qatar International Court & Dispute Resolution Centre will be 
Lord Phillips, currently President of the UK Supreme Court. Stating the theme of “access to justice”, Sir William Blair 
joined Lord Woolf in thanking the Assistant Minister and his team. Michael Thomas CMG QC ended with a call for 
action, inviting all present to leave the Forum each determined to strengthen the Rule of Law at a global level.  
 
Mr Knowles QC then concluded the Forum by expressing his personal thanks to HE the Ambassador Abdullah Abdul 
Rahman Fakhroo for being the “real general” of the Forum’s arrangements. 

 

Rapporteur: Aysha Mutaywea (Bahrain) 


